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material phenomena as merely the way in which
the minds that form the ultimate elements of
existence impress themselves on one another.
What distinguished him from the theologians was
that, instead of starting with an infinite intelligence
and will, he assumes, to begin with, an enormous
number of monads, each possessing an infinitesimal
share of sensibility and volition, out of which
animal and human minds have been built up by a
slow process of compounding and recompounding,
the resulting units being broken up at death and
never afterwards reconstituted.

While theologians were kept on the alert by
attacks proceeding from men of the highest
scientific reputation on the very foundation of
their beliefs, their historical pretensions were
challenged by a massive work on Supernatural
Religion (1874), having for its object to show that
the miraculous narratives of the New Testament
are so late, so ill-attested, and so self-contradictory
as not to merit belief. It was written by a retired
Indian official, the late Mr. Walter Cassels, who,
however, did not acknowledge himself as the
author until many years later. Appearing without
any adventitious authority, the book nevertheless
at once riveted public attention, and, in spite of its
high price, passed through several editions in a few
years, successfully braving an elaborate attack from
Dr. Lightfoot, the most learned of Anglican divines.
As is usual in such literature, the method followed
by the orthodox apologist was to fasten exclusively
on minor slips and side issues, overlooking the
main stress of the rationalist argument.